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KERALA
Kumarakom - Gokulam 
Grand Resort & Spa
Kovalam - Gokulam Grand 
Turtle on the Beach Resort
Trivandrum - Gokulam Grand
Kozhikode-Gokulam Grand

KARNATAKA
Bangalore - Gokulam Grand
Hotel & Spa
Coorg - Gokulam Grand
Resort & Spa

KERALA
Cochin - Gokulam Park Hotel
Cochin - Gokulam
Convention Centre
Munnar - Gokulam Park
Guruvayur - Gokulam Park
Kasaragod - Gokulam Park
Nalanda Resort

Chennai - Gokulam Park Sabari
Chennai - Gokulam Park,
Ashok Nagar
Coimbatore - Gokulam Park

TAMILNADU

KARNATAKA
Bellary - Gokulam Park

Guruvayur - Sree Gokulam, Vanamala
Guruvayur - Sree Gokulam, Sabari
Guruvayur - Sree Gokulam, Apartments
Thrissur - Sree Gokulam 
Residency, Amballur
Kollam - Sree Gokulam Residency, Oyoor
Manjeri - Sree Gokulam Residency
Thalassery - Sree Gokulam Fort

TAMILNADU
Gudalur - Sree Gokulam Highrange Inn

KERALA

TRIVANDRUMKOVALAM

www.gokulamhotels.com

KOZHIKODE BANGALORE

KUMARAKOMCOORG
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Spread over 184 days, 161 countries and regions and an estimated 28 million visitors will 
be making their gracious presence felt at World Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan. Expo 2025 
will be held on the artificial island of Yumeshima, which is in Osaka Bay, close to Universal 
Studios Japan and Tempozan/Osaka Aquarium. The theme of the 2025 World Expo in Osaka, 
Japan is "Designing Future Society for Our Lives". The expo's sub-themes are "Saving Lives", 
"Empowering Lives", and "Connecting Lives".

Expo 2025 Osaka Kansai will provide the world with an opportunity to come together in 
one place to explore the theme of ‘life’. The event will share hopes for a brighter future with 
the world by overcoming the current global crisis, protecting people’s lives, and reflecting 
on life and lifestyles.”

The Como group is an award-winning, family-owned group of twenty luxury hotels 
and resorts with a commitment to holistic wellness. All twenty properties are individually 
designed - each one different to the other but sharing the same commitment - holistic wellness 
and nutrition-rich cuisine. The twenty properties locations include world capitals, remote 
Himalayan valleys, and private tropical islands with personalised luxury travel experiences. 
Over the past couple of years had the pleasure of visiting both Maldives properties as well as 
the one in Bangkok and recently the just opened Singapore property.

COMO Metropolitan Singapore is unique in many ways. Spread over 19 floors it brings the 
best of COMO Group’s hospitality, fashion, wellness for our guests making it an integrated 
and immersive experience. COMO Shambhala Singapore occupies a whole floor. Spread 
over 9,000-sq ft it has functional fitness training, yoga, pilates, hot and cold therapies, hands-
on healing, red light therapy room, contrast therapy rooms, hyperbaric oxygen therapy (a 
refreshing experience), infrared saunas, ice baths, a 1,500 sq ft fitness gym etc.

IMM (International Media Marketplace) Asia is truly a unique event. Whereas most 
events (having covered over 35+ events across six continents some for 17 consecutive years) 
look at buyer seller meets or high end conferences for knowledge sharing, gaining expertise, 
IMM is a networking event connecting travel, tourism boards, hospitality fraternity and top 
media in the region. TravMedia’s IMM is currently held in seven countries worldwide - IMM 
Asia, IMM North America, IMM UK, IMM Australia, IMM Germany, IMM France and 
IMM Brazil. We have covered IMM Asia 2024.

On a recent invite to cover Magical Kenya, our special correspondent had the pleasure 
of experiencing the business class with Kenya Airways and it was a delight at 30,000 feet.

When you first think of Kenya, your mind instantly jumps to the classic images of wildlife 
- vast, open savannahs dotted with majestic herds of elephants, prowling lions, trotting 
zebras, and elusive leopards. Kenya is practically synonymous with safaris, and for good 
reason too. But what truly surprised my special correspondent was the beauty of Kenya’s 
coastal paradise – a hidden treasure, an unexplored gem that takes your breath away and 
certainly deserves greater recognition.

This Magical Kenya Travel Expo (MKTE), media personalities from various countries 
embarked on an unforgettable five-day journey through Kenya to showcase the vibrant 
landscapes, rich wildlife, and cultural treasures that make Kenya a bucket-list destination.

If you want to work with cutting-edge technologies, handle complex projects like designing 
and building aircraft, spacecraft, satellites, missiles and pursue opportunities in international 
companies then it would good idea to pursue your career in aerospace engineering.  At SRM 
University the Department of Aerospace Engineering was established way back in 2007. 
With well-equipped laboratories the department offers a four-year B.Tech. program.  The 
department’s aerospace hangar houses Eurocopter, Cessna & Kiran aircraft, Airbus A300 
simulator, different types of aircraft engines, and landing gear components.
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H o s p i t a l i t y

Excellent MICE hotel with delicious nourishment

Having heard a lot 
about Gokulam 
Grand Hotel 

& Spa, Bangalore, I 
was quite excited to 
visit this property. Co-
ordinating with Anand 
Ramachandran, Cluster 
General Manager - 
Gokulam Park Sabari 
OMR & Gokulam Park 

Ashok Nagar, Chennai who was kind enough to connect me to 
Shafee Ahmed, Cluster General Manager, Gokulam Grand Hotel 
& Spa, Bangalore, I landed up in Bengaluru.

Bengaluru International Airport is around 30 km from the hotel 
and I was wondering how to while away the time on the way to 
the hotel but the driver was quite chatty and gave me insights on 
the changing scenario in the city.  Within an hour we reached the 
hotel and the CGM and his team was there to receive me. I was 
led to my amazing executive suite that features a separate living 
room with powder room, a dining area and a master bedroom. The 
best part is all bathrooms come with a bathtub and a separate rain 
shower.

Later caught up with the Shafee Ahmed, a veteran with a career 
spanning three decades in the hospitality industry, over lunch at My 
Place, the hotels all-day dining restaurant featuring a appetizing 
spread in a fine decor. When I told Shafee Ahmed the lobby is quite 
impressive, with a smile he said, “It’s a truly a wonderful property. 
I believe it was an excellent decision by our Chairman A.M. 
Gopalan, who has been conferred with the prestigious "Gem of 
India '96" and "Udyog Rathna '97" awards towards recognition of 
his contribution to society and our MD Baiju Gopalan to strengthen 
our presence in the Southern region, especially in a happening 

city like 
Bengaluru.”

My Place 
restaurant 
serves 
multicuisine 
delicacies in 
a la carte and 
buffet format. 
You should 

surely try out the dosa with coconut chutney. On fresh juices I 
suggest you should try the musk melon juice. Their bakery is 
another attraction and one can relish the freshly-baked bread and 
pastries. “You should have been here on a Sunday. Our sumptuous 
Sunday brunch is the talk of the town and I am sure you should 
have loved the huge spread,” said Shafee Ahmed.

Taking a walk across the hotel with Shafee Ahmed I was 
impressed that the hotel, though 13 years old, is still well 
maintained. The hotel had started operations in 2011 under the 
brand name of Movenpick Hotel and Spa Bangalore (a Swiss 
Hospitality giant). But this alliance concluded in 2017 when the 
hotel was bought over by Gokulam Hotels and Resorts.

Not only are the rooms spacious but on higher floors guests 
can get a great view of the city as there are no high rise buildings 
around the hotel.  “Its our function rooms and banquet halls that are 
generating good revenue. We have five meeting and event venues 
that are perfect for weddings, engagement, birthday parties, social 
gatherings and even corporate events,” said Shafee Ahmed.

The outside lawns are quite impressive and good for events 
were people love fresh air. The only drawback is the rainy season 
and occasional rains when you have to move the setup indoors.  
The other venues include - Gokulam Ground Ball Room (6350 
sq. ft.), Davos (2850 sq. ft.), Geneva I (450 sq. ft.) and Geneva II 
(450 sq. ft.).

The hotel has accepted the membership of Preferred Hotels 
& Resorts a strategic partnership to leverage international travel 
markets, distribution systems and loyalty programs.

The hotel has a wonderful outdoor swimming pool, a spa and a 
fitness centre. Plans are afoot to have a rooftop terrace restaurant 
which will give guests a good view of the city.

While the staff is courteous and the F&B appetizingly delicious, 
I felt the hotel was extremely service oriented.

Shafee Ahmed

Located on BEL Road, Gokulam Grand is well recognized as 
one of the leading lifestyle hotels in Bengaluru, ideal for both 
business and leisure travellers. It’s close to some of Bengaluru's 
most popular landmarks - 2 km from Indian Institute of 
Science, 3 km from Yeshwantpur Railway Station, 3 km from 
ISKCON Temple, 6.4 km from Bangalore Palace. From business 
/ corporate point of view it is 6.5 km from Manyata Tech Park, 
3 km from Peenya Industrial Estate, 10 km from Bangalore 
International Exhibition Centre and the World Trade Centre is 
3.5 km away.
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L u x u r y

It was when my dear old friend Doris Goh, VP, Commercial, 
COMO Hotels and Resorts had mentioned that the first COMO 
will be coming in Singapore soon. I got excited. When I 

visited Singapore in October 2023, she connected me to delightful 
and knowledgeable Ruby Garcia, GM, COMO Metropolitan 
Singapore. And what a pleasure it was connecting with her. The 
Indian touch came into place as she had previously worked for the 
Taj hotels in Maldives.

The hotel was still getting the final touches but Ruby Garcia 
was gracious enough to invite me the next time I am in Singapore 
to experience the Kings Suite. I mentioned I will be for sure 
in Singapore in October 2024 (to cover HICAP event) and she 
immediately had the dates blocked a year in advance.

Co-ordinating with Crystal Seah, Director of PR and 
Communications, COMO Metropolitan Singapore who put 
an excellent agenda to experience all elements of the property. 
Arriving into Singapore early morning I was transported through 
a scenic and short drive from Changi Airport to this wonderful 
property by a professional chauffer. Check in was smooth and I was 
provided with the Metropolitan Suite.  Spread over 615 sq. ft., this 
spacious suite features a comfortable living, dining area, a discreet 
kitchenette with a powder room and en suite bathroom. The best 
part of the rooms is a lot of natural light and built by renowned 
architects and interior designers. I relished the 
rooms elegance. The rooms have USB charging 
ports and international sockets. Amenities include 
a coffee machine; a small microwave a minibar 
with a selection of soft drinks and healthy snacks. 
The hotel features 156 rooms and suites including 
the Cairnhill Room, Emerald Room and COMO 
Suite (a two-bedroom suite).

At 10.30 am caught up with Ruby at Cedric 
Grolet at Level 1, a pastry restaurant. What a 
place - exquisite works of art by internationally 
acclaimed pastry chef Cédric Grolet. Had one of 
my best croissants – huge in size with crisp layers 
and buttery richness. “Isn’t it tasty? The butter 
used comes from Paris,” said a smiling Ruby, 

literally surprising me.
In the evening Crystal Seah took me on a tour of the property. 

“COMO Metropolitan Singapore, spread over 19 floors, brings 
the best of COMO Group’s hospitality, fashion, wellness for our 
guests making it an integrated and immersive experience. While 
CLUB 21 is our retail outlet, our COMO Shambhala has become 
a prime attraction,” said Crystal Seah.

The hotel has three restaurants - Cédric Grolet Singapore, 
COMO Cuisine and COTE Singapore, a Korean Steakhouse from 
Simon Kim, who has garnered Michelin stars for his restaurants in 
New York and Miami. I enjoyed the healthy COMO cuisine over 
breakfast and over dinner had the vegetarian thali.

The lobby lounge is not only an excellent place to relax but 
also relish an artisan coffee brewed by the hotels robot barista, 
Bruno, a two-armed robot that serves quality brews giving away 
free coffee to guests.

Our next halt was the fourth floor where COMO Shambhala 
Singapore occupies the whole fourth-floor. Spread over 9,000-
sq ft it has functional fitness training, yoga, pilates, hot and 
cold therapies, hands-on healing, red light therapy room, 
contrast therapy rooms, hyperbaric oxygen therapy (a refreshing 
experience), infrared saunas, ice baths, a 1,500 sq ft fitness gym 

etc. The hotel also in partnership with Doctor 
Anywhere brings a new medical wellness offering 
to guests providing cutting-edge diagnostics and 
personalised wellness solutions.

Our final stop was the astounding rooftop 
infinity rooftop swimming pool and bar that 
provides exceptional views of Singapore’s 
skyline. “The sunset view is something amazing,” 
said Crystal Seah.

Also had the pleasure of attending one of their 
sales team networking event where I interacted 
with the team again and met Effandy Kumess, 
DoSM, COMO Metropolitan Singapore.

After spending 4 days I felt the location, the 
rooms, gastronomy and the wellness is perfect for 
guests visiting Singapore for leisure or business.

An unparalleled urban oasis
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