






ica (70%) and
ASEAN mar-
kets (70%) are
seen as having
the best
prospects
among emerg-
ing markets.

As for prod-
uct trends, the
survey found
that respondents

view electronic/electrical accessories (27%), digital imaging
(13%) and audio-visual products (12%) to have the highest over-
all salesgrowth in their major sales or export markets this year.

The survey also asked about the prospects and strengths of
Hong Kong’s innovation technology. Sixty-seven per cent of
respondents rated the prospects of the development of innovation
technology in Hong Kong as promising. As proposed by the Hong
Kong SAR Government Budget in February, Hong Kong should

focus on four advantageous areas to stay ahead of the game:
namely biotechnology, artificial intelligence, smart city and
financial technologies (Fintech). The survey found that respon-
dents considered Hong Kong to be strongest in Fintech (48%).
Respondents said that Hong Kong’s competitive advantages in
developing innovation technology are mainly in the areas of: tal-
ent (50%), reliable and predictable relevant policy (36%), and
business-friendly environment (34%).

With India becoming an economic power house thanks to its
excellence in the field of ICT many Indian IT companies exhib-
it at major events across the globe - one such important show is
the HKTDC ICT Expo. This year again 28 Indian exhibitors are
participating under the aegis of ESC. 

Atlanta which specializes in GPS based tracking solutions
and passenger info systems are participating at the show for the
sixth time has found the show quite useful. “Earlier our aim to
participate was to promote our products and generate more busi-
ness but this year we plan to use this platform also to brand our-
selves. Infact since morning we have got 3 enquiries for our
school buddy product,” said Sujeet Narula, Director Atlanta
Systems.

Aosta, a first time exhibitor is full of enthusiasm. They have
a unique product suitable for hospitals and have already catered
to 150+ hospitals. They already have a global presence and last
year got one of the largest WHO project in Kenya. “We plan to
replicate the same success stories in Hong Kong and mainland

China. This we felt would be the best platform. We are also
looking for business partners who can represent us in this
region,” said Sreedhar, COO, Aosta.

Perfect Team Engineers Director, Dinesh Pathrikar who has
been to the show four times is also looking at brand building and
indirect marketing said, “Our ATM related products have great
potential in this region and we have already tasted success.”

Another banking related company Yalamanchili is displaying
their financial solutions and aim to bring in awareness of their
products. “We have recently launched our self-service kiosks
which have multiple uses - can be used for information, transac-
tions or event registrations etc, said K.B.Teo, COO, Yalaman-
chili.

Apart from these there were also specialized website design-
er companies.

In the morning the Indian Pavillion was graced by Karun
Bansal, Consul (Political, Commerce and Press), Consulate
General of India and he visited quite a few stalls.
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Substantial Indian presence@ICT Expo Hong Kong
Under the aegis of ESC and the Ministry of Commerce, India the ICT Expo saw again a substantial Indian presence as

exhibitors displayed a variety of software products and innovations feels Chandragupta Amritkar



I
t was during my flight from Mumbai to Addis Ababa on the
way to Frankfurt that I met in business class an entrepreneur
who had already established his business in Ethiopia. “We

established our business three years back after doing a survey of
4 African countries and we concluded Ethiopia was an ideal
country. After a bit of initial teething problems which is natural
with any new business – we have been quite successful and
expansion plans are on the way. It’s a great country and though
earlier I used to fly from Kolkata to Addis Ababa on Emirates,
now I am experiencing their airline too. The business class seats
are truly one of the best and only wish they had a flight from
Kolkata so my other Industrial friends can also experience the air-
line,” said the entrepreneur who did not want to be named.

That’s when I thought that it would a great idea to feature the
airline in my technology magazine as many of my corporate read-
ers fly across the globe and they can be benefitted. Not just for
investment but also for visiting and MICE.

Ethiopia already has an extensive development of industrial
parks across the country. The Ethio ICT-Village is a sustainable
eco-park ready for ‘plug & play’ and ideal for the Indian ICT
market. Making Ethiopia as a base has its advantages thanks to
the excellent connectivity provided by the airline. It is  already
the fastest growing Airline in Africa operating the youngest and
most modern fleet to more than 110 international passenger and
cargo destinations across five continents.

The airline has excellent connections to Frankfurt from Addis
Ababa with flights departing at night and reaching early morning
into Frankfurt – giving you the whole day. Also for the traveler or
business man who seeks to explore Ethiopia, the airlines provides
complimentary sightseeing as is done at Istanbul and Singapore
airports. “But naturally we would like our guests to get a feel of
the country and then in next travels spend more time or plan a
leisure trip with their families,” said Tadesse Tilahun Regional
Director, Indian Sub-continent Ethiopian Airlines. Alternatively
you can opt for the layover offer in Addis that includes a 5, 4 or
3-star hotel and meals (depending on the class of flying).

There are separate check-in queues for Business and Gold/Plat-
inum Star Alliance which are strongly adhered to. Also being a
part of Star Alliance, makes it the preferred choice for many fre-

quent travellers who would love to earn miles or redeem them.
Inspite of being relatively a small airport - Addis Ababa airport

has several lounges -  while the Cloud 9 lounge caters exclusive-
ly to Business Class passengers  there are separate lounges for
Gold Class Star Alliance members and one for Platinum mem-
bers. The lounges all have low red sofas with charging plugs on
the walls. The internet is quite good but speed drops down when
the lounge gets crowded. Also the quite area is a misnomer as I
found that as the noisiest zone in the 4 hours that I spend and
many passengers trying to sleep were disappointed. Some of the
best quite/sleeping zones that I come across include Oman, Istan-
bul and KL airports. I am sure the authorities will look into this
seriously. There’s a small business center right next to the recep-
tion with a few work stations and a few (very old) computers. All
this I expect to be updated in the new expanded terminal.

Being a vegetarian I was surprised by the good quality of veg-
etarian food on board. “That’s one of the task that I have person-
ally taken. To keep our flyers happy we have to provide them with
the type of food that they prefer and preferably the taste should
be the same. For this our catering department isn getting trained
by an Indian chef,” said an enthusiastic Tadesse Tilahun.

On the flight apart from the excellent vegetarian options one
can relish the Ethiopian national dish called ‘Injera’ (leavened
and flat bread like our Indian dosa).  Lots of spicy stew accompa-
nies ‘Injera’ and they can be both vegetarian and non vegetarian.
Kolo was available as a snack served with pre-meal drinks. Kolo
is simply roasted grain mix and quite tasty + nutritious. And as
always service was with a smile and warmth. A gracious female
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Ethiopian Airlines Offers Par Excellence 

Business Class Product

Ethiopian Airlines takes lead for peace
and friendship

A war broke
out in 1998
between
Ethiopia and
Eritrea, last-
ing two years
and devastat-
ing both
countries and

tensions lasting till recently. But in July 2018 all this
changed when Ethiopian Airlines recently flew a VVIP
flight led by H.E. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed of Ethiopia
to meet up with H.E. President Isaias Afwerki at the
Eritrean capital Asmara. For the first time in two
decades, a direct international telephone connection
between Ethiopia and Eritrea was also restored. On July
18, Ethiopian Airlines will resume daily flights between
Addis Ababa and Asmara. With the start of a new era,
Eritrea will connect with more than 114 international
destinations in 5 continents and Ethiopian Airlines takes
lead for peace and friendship.

Tadesse Tilahun



air hostess wearing a traditional Ethiopian white linen cloak over her
uniform pampered me on the flight and the meal service went on for 90
+ minutes before landing.

They have unique amenity kits in three colours - bright yellow, red
and green – the colours of the Ethiopian flag. Truly appreciate the con-
cept. What my wife loved was the hook which enables one to hang it on
any bathroom bar. It is filed with the usual amenity kit items designed
to make a good night’s sleep. The surprising part is that it’s provided for
flights even 3 hours long – while many airlines prefer to give it for 6 +
hours flight and only during night flights.

The entertainment system had a decent selection of movies. The only
drawback was there was no wi-fi onboard.
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The current Addis Ababa Bole International Airport has reached
its capacity. A new passenger terminal adjacent to the existing
one is being built at a cost of USD 345 million. The new termi-
nal would be fully operational soon. When completed the Addis
Ababa Bole International Airport passenger terminal would
have a capacity to handle 25 million passengers per annum.
The new terminal will have a vast commercial area for duty free
shops, restaurants and cafes. It will have two escalators and
eight elevators which can shuttle 218 passengers at a time. The
terminal will have three levels-access way, arrival and departure
levels. It will be connected with the domestic terminal allowing
passengers coming from international flights to transfer to
domestic flights.    
Ethiopian Airlines is also building a four star hotel near its head-
quarters in Addis Ababa on a 40,000sqm plot of land at a total
cost of 65 million dollars. Upon completion the hotel will have
four restaurants, including the largest Chinese Restaurant in
Africa for Chinese tourists, two bars, and 370 rooms. The hotel
will have two swimming pools—one half Olympic size and one
small size and for MICE that can accommodate 2,000 people.
Look out for a special report on the new terminal in our
travel magazine Global Destinations.







August 13 -15                     China International Internet of Things Exhibition, Shenzhen, China

August 28 - 29                    Topsoft, Trade Fair for Business Software, Zurich, Switzerland

Aug 31-Sept 05                  IFA 2018, Berlin, German

September 12 – 14          Mobile World Congress Americas 2018, Los Angeles

September 17 – 19          .NET Developer Days, Warsaw, Poland

September 23 – 25          Prolight + Sound Middle East, Dubai International Convention Centre, Dubai

September 24 – 29          Infotech / Инфотех, Plovdiv, Bulgaria

October 03 – 04                IP Expo, UK’s largest IT infrastructure event, London, UK

October 08 – 11                Global Gaming Expo, Sands Expo & Convention Center, Las Vegas, USA

October 09 – 09                Business Software Event, Barneveld, Netherlands

October 09 – 11                it-sa (IT Security Expo), Nuremberg, Germany

October 09 – 12                Taitronics, Taipei, Taiwan

October 10 - 11                 Cyber Security Nordic, Helsinki, Finland

October 11 – 12                Riga Comm, Riga, Latvia

October 11 – 13              itCom, Krasnoyarsk, Russia

October 11 – 14                Global Sources Consumer Electronics, AsiaWorld-Expo, Hong Kong

October 13 – 16                Hong Kong Electronics Fair 2017, Hong Kong

October 13 – 16                electronicAsia, Hong Kong

October 18-20                   Viscom (Visual Communication and Event Services), Milan, Italy

October 18-20                   CEBIT ASEAN Thailand 2018, Bangkok, Thailand

October 18 – 21                Global Sources Electronics (Mobile, drone, wearable), AsiaWorld-Expo, Hong Kong

October 18 – 21                Feel the Future - Innovative Digital Solutions, Celje, Slovenia

October 23-24                   enova (vision and optical technologies), Paris, France

October 23-25                   Broadband - World Forum Europe, Berlin, Germany

October 23-25                   Smau (ICT), Milan, Italy

October 24 - 25 eShow Madrid, Madrid, Spain

November 05-08              Web Summit, Lisbon, Portugal

November 06-08              Vision (machine vision and identification technologies), Stuttgart, Germany

November 07-09              SEE-IT Summit, Novi Sad, Serbia

November 13 – 15           Simo Educación Learning Technology Exhibition, Madrid, Spain

November 13 – 16           Matelec (Electrical and Electronic Equipment), Madrid, Spain

November 20 – 22           Automation, St. Petersburg, Russia

November 20 – 21           Data Protection World Forum, London, United Kingdom

February 25 – 28               Mobile World Congress, Barcelona, Spain

March 19-21                       CEBIT RUSSIA, Moscow, Russia

May 28 – June 01             COMPUTEX TAIPEI, Taipei, Taiwan

June 24 – 28                       CeBIT 2019, Hannover, Germany

June 26 – 28                       Mobile World Congress Shanghai

Exhibitions and conferences not only give you an opportunity to see and hear about the latest technologies and prod-

ucts but also becomes a venue to meet and interact with International partners. One should plan much in advance to

participate in an expo so that he can get in touch with existing and prospective customers. We have compiled a list

of ICT and related Exhibitions for 2018-19. 

If your event is not listed, please e-mail us at editor@globalfeatures.info. It's free!

Your Dateline

If you are organizing an exhibition/Conference not listed above please get in touch with us at-

Global Technologies, B-701, Customs Colony, Military Rd, Marol, Andheri(E), Mumbai-400 059, India. 

Phone - 91-22-29252569, Mobile - 9224339001 / 9223419060  e-mail: editor@globalfeatures.info
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For Your Information






